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ALCOHOL POLICY

The School recognises that alcohol consumption in moderation is socially acceptable within the legal parameters set by the state.  It is therefore important to educate students’ attitudes to the consumption of alcohol. We require parental permission to provide small quantities of beer or wine to students at appropriate school functions or whilst on school trips.  Where parental permission has been sought and received it is also acceptable to provide Sixth form students with one or two glasses of wine or beer on Friday or Saturday evenings. This is to be consumed in set areas specified by boarding staff.
Nevertheless the School recognises the dangers associated with unauthorised binge drinking and habitual consumption of alcohol – for this reason it is against school policy for students to bring alcohol (in any form) onto the school premises or to consume alcohol without the knowledge and consent of staff.  Breach of this policy will result in a written warning from the Headmaster to the parents of the student(s) involved.  A second similar offence is likely to be met with a suspension from School and a third with permanent exclusion.


A similar procedure will be followed where students have consumed alcohol off site and are the worse for it.

Dealing with alcohol abuse

If a member of staff is confronted with a student who is in breach of the above policy it is important to follow the following procedure.

1. Try to ascertain the following information:

a) How much alcohol was consumed and what type?

b) Where and when this took place (there may be others involved who need to be identified for safety reasons)?

c) Where the alcohol was obtained and by whom?

2. Examine the student for their state of consciousness ie.

a) Clarity of speech. 

b) Degree of balance.

c) Emotional state.

3. Unconscious students must be placed in recovery position and an ambulance called.  A member of staff should accompany the student to Accident and Emergency.

4. Conscious students whose physical state gives no due cause for concern i.e. who have consumed only a small amount of alcohol and/or show few if any ill effects may be dealt with by the member of staff concerned.

5. Conscious students whose physical state does give cause for concern should be admitted to the San and observed by the matron on duty until recovery has taken place (generally at a rate of one unit of alcohol per hour).

6. Where there are serious concerns about a conscious student, eg uncertainty of how much they have consumed or the possibility that they may lapse into unconsciousness, inform Loddon Surgery (01508-520222) or Medicare (after 1800 hours 01603-481481) of the details.  They will advise and may visit the student.  

7. The details of the incident must be reported to the duty teacher, Head of Boarding and/or Headmaster.
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