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DRUG POLICY

It is a matter of tremendous concern to us that illegal drugs are so freely available to young people.  Recent research has shown that up to 10% of young people are likely to experiment with drug taking in some way by the time they are 16 years of age.

Given the adverse affect that such activities have on young people we intend to take a firm stand and it is the School’s policy that any student found to be bringing illegal drugs into school or using them at school will be permanently excluded.
There is one further measure that the School can take to deter students from misusing drugs and provide a powerful incentive for any individuals who have experimented with drugs to mend their ways before it is too late.  This is through testing.  If there is reasonable cause to suspect that a student may be involved in drug misuse, the Headmaster may request parental permission to obtain a urine sample to test for the presence of illegal substances.  This will be done in accordance with a strict laid down procedure.  Examples of reasonable cause might include implication in another drugs related incident, admission or strong suspicion of misuse out of school or marked change of behaviour or attitude or a fall off in the quality of work.

Should this initial test prove positive it will not be taken as evidence that the drug misuse took place at school and the student will be allowed to remain in school providing he/she and the parents agree to future tests.  Given the long lasting and damaging effects on a students attitude to study even from so called “soft drugs” the School is adamant that no student should be in school under the influence of drugs.  Therefore, a second positive test would result in the student being asked to leave the School whether the drugs had been taken at school or not.

Coupled with a programme of drugs education through P.S.H.E. lessons we therefore have a positive and constructive means of encouraging pupils not to take drugs or to stop if they have already begun to experiment.  Without the policy, Staff involvement is viewed with hostility since both students and parents are unlikely to seek help if admission leads inextricably to expulsion.  With this policy I trust parents will realise that the School is an ally in the fight to prevent future misuse.
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